
Urban Microspaces



 The opportunities of small spaces
 Examples of effective use of space
 Examples of effective use of time



4 opportunities of small spaces

1. Relative to their size, small urban gardens are the most 
productive

2. People and community

3. Many resources freely available!

4. There is an incredible diversity of microclimates



Shade as an opportunity!

Veggies
 Leafy greens
 Beet greens
 Radish
 Chard
 Onion greens (and wild 

perennial onion!)
 Parsely
 Brassicas

Fruit
 Alpine strawberry
 Red and white currant
 Gooseberry
 Rhubarb
 Raspberry (expect lower 

yields)



2 Design Imperatives

 Make the most effective use of space
 Make the most effective use of time























Space efficient layout patterns



Interplanting 





Square Foot Gardening



Time Stacking



Planting ratios

Small Plants (/ sq. ft) Large Plants (/ sq. ft) Vertical Plants (/ sq. ft)

16 radishes
16 carrots
16 onions
9 spinach
9 beets
4 swiss chard
4 lettuce
4 parsley
4 marigolds

1 cabbage
1 broccoli
1 cauliflower
1 pepper
1 eggplant

1 tomato
2 cucumbers
8 pole beans



Some useful interplants

 Carrots, onions, cabbage/lettuce
 Corn, beans, squash
 Radish, lettuce, peppers/tomatoes
 Parsley, spinach, onions, brussels sprouts
 Kale and lettuce
 Carrots, tomato, basil



Ianto Evans succession guild
Element Planting/Harvesting Function

Cabbage Plant indoors 2 weeks before last 
frost. Transplant in gaps from 
harvested radishes. Harvest in fall.

Protects soil from erosion from heavy rains.

Dill Seed on last spring frost, using 
different varieties. Harvest in summer.

Insectary – provides habitat for pest-eating 
predators. Scent confuses pests.

Calendula Seed on last spring frost. Harvest 
througout summer.

Looks beautiful, insectary – provides habitat for 
pest-eating predators. Scent confuses pests.

Radish Seed on last spring frost. 3 or 4 
weeks later, harvest whole plant, 
making room for cabbages.

Quickly grows and casts dappled shade, helping 
keep soil moist when system is young, protecting 
slow germinating seeds.

Lettuce Seed on last day of frost. Harvest 6 
weeks after planting, taking whole 
plant.

Acts as living mulch keeping moisture in.

Parnsip or 
carrot

Seed on last day of frost, harvest in 
fall, as these are slow growing.

Deeper root means it draws its nutrients from 
deeper, not compromising the other members.

Bean As soil warms, plant in beans in 
spaces left from harvesting lettuce. 
Beans will be ready for harvest after 
calendula and dill.

Natural nitrogen-fixer, providing soil fertility.



Season extension







Cold Season Plants Cool season plants Warm season plants

Spinach
Lettuce
Leeks
Parsley
Kale
Parsnip
Mache
Beets
Scallions

Lettuce
Asparagus
Chives
Kale
Chard
Carrots
Wintercress
Radish
Peas

Basil
Mustard
Nasturtium
Cabbage
Onion
Squash
Sage
Tomato & peppers
Pole beans



Closing the loop
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